
HPHT

christopher burns

for two baritone saxophones



HPHT is an acronym for "high pressure high temperature": a process of forming synthetic diamonds from carbon 
by subjecting the raw materials to extraordinary heat and pressure. Placed between anvils that weigh hundreds 
of tons, and heated to 1500 degrees Celsius, the carbon changes chemical composition to become crystalline 
diamond. In HPHT, relatively simple musical materials are subjected to increasingly drastic and layered 
distortions; under intense heat and pressure, something new emerges.

HPHT is dedicated to Griffin Campbell and Michael Straus.

duration 1' 40"
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