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snare drum

œ
lower bell

striking position:

œ
edge

œ
upper bow

œ
upper bell

œ
pedal position:+

closed tight
(no resonance)

œ
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"normal" closed
(some resonance)

œ
+o

partially open
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o

fully open

+
pedal stroke
(no stick)

œ
gradual transitions between different pedal positions

+o
œ
o

x
striking position:

center

x x
rim

0
snares on

(as sounding events: silent changes
are indicated by text instructions)

)
snares off

x
playing technique / stick selection:

normal
sticking

œ
timbale-style
sticking

0
deadstick

j0 1
sidestick

xæ
single-stick drag
sustain as long as
feasible but do
not roll

œæ
drag transitioning
into deadstick
(drags may also
move across surface)

 ¿ -
brush hit

(no sustain)

t
brush stir

t
brush stir changing surface position

jt

Second Language (2005) is a companion piece to a percussion solo titled The Language of Pilots (2004).  A recomposition 
(perhaps even a remix) of the earlier work, Second Language shares an instrumentation (hi-hat cymbal and snare drum), 
gestures and phrases, and a density of activity and sound with its sibling.  There are also sharp contrasts between the works.  
Where The Language of Pilots develops materials over long spans of time, Second Language emphasizes the accumulation, 
repetition, and variation of short rhythmic patterns.  And while Pilots is loud and extroverted, Second Language is hushed, 
emphasizing the subtle flickering and scraping of wire brushes across the instruments.

Second Language was commissioned by Deborah Miller, and is dedicated to her and Chris Froh on the occasion of their wedding.

Performance notes and indications:

Battery: pedal hi-hat, snare drum (batter head), snare sticks, wire brushes

Any activities involving a partially or fully-open hi-hat are to be left ringing (sempre lasciar vibrare).  
In sparse passages the sound may be left to decay naturally; in dense passages it may be cut off by a closed hi-hat stroke.

The instrumental timbres should be as flexible, mobile, and diverse as possible.  The sounds are often intended to result 
from the combination of actions rather than from individual notated events; "in-between" and even extraneous sounds are
welcome, especially in dense passages.

Dynamics between brushes and sticks should be balanced; this necessitates very quiet performance with the sticks.
Amplification may be used if necessary to create an adequate (but not loud) volume for the audience.

Duration 5 minutes.
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